
UQ welcomes the opportunity to input to the PHRN review. We emphasise that the purpose of PHRN 

is to provide researchers with data linkage facilities of international standard. 
  
In regard to ToRs 1 and 3 UQ notes that while much progress has been made to improve the 

infrastructure, data access for research purposes is still very limited, especially for projects involving 

data from multiple jurisdictions. In particular, CDL does not meet the requirements of all data 

custodians. 
  

In regard to ToR 5 and the role of PHRN in future development of a distributed national data linkage 

infrastructure, we consider that it is extremely unlikely that CDL will be able to perform a role of 

linking data across all jurisdictions because it is not covered by the necessary legislation. However, 

AIHW does have the legislation and well-established relationships with relevant data custodians in all 

jurisdictions so resources may be better spent extending the role of AIHW to link data from all 

sources, in addition to Commonwealth data, rather than supporting CDL. 
  
Further, UQ researchers would be very supportive of: 

 A single human ethics review committee, as applications can take many months to process 

through multiple committees.  

 Transparent and streamlined processes for accessing linked data, including a wider range of 

available data and single portal access.  

 A faster and improved approval and extraction process.  
It is recognised that this could result in the introduction of a fee-for-service model (currently access is 

free in QLD) to increase data custodian/linkage staff resource and while it should be possible for 

researchers to include these costs in grant bids, the funding agencies will need to be in a position to 

fund the full cost of research. 
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