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People travel and move around more often than ever before, and 
Australians are no exception. This study explored cross-border hospital 
use and hospital-related deaths (i.e. dies in hospital or within 30 days 
of leaving hospital) in Australia. The researchers found that:

• More people from NSW were admitted to hospitals across a state 
border than people from QLD, SA or WA. The majority of these 
people from NSW were hospitalised in QLD.

• NSW hospitals transferred patients to hospitals across a state 
border more than other states while QLD and SA received most of 
these patients.

• The state of WA received the lowest number of interstate patients 
and fewest acute care cross-border hospital transfers.

• QLD hospitals had the highest proportions of hospital stays by 
people who had re-located to live in QLD, with the most people 
coming from NSW.

• 1.4% of hospital deaths between 2004 and 2009 were patients who 
died in a state which was not their home state.

The Research

Privacy and security
Privacy protection and data security lie at the heart of the Population Health Research Network. The collection, use and disclosure of 
personal information by government agencies and other agencies are bound by strict legislative and regulatory conditions. Researchers 
wishing to access linked data must also adhere to stringent conditions, including ethics approval, data custodian approval and the 
development of a detailed data security plan.

Researchers are typically given access to a linked data set put together to meet the specific needs of their project. This de-identified data 
includes only the minimum information required for the research, such as age rather than date of birth.

Government agencies handle personal information in highly-secure environments. Data is delivered to researchers through a secure 
remote access facility, ensuring no information is stored on the researcher’s personal computer or their institutional network. 
Researchers cannot export raw data from this system, only their analyses, and these are checked.

Researchers must only use the data for the approved purpose and are not allowed to link any other information. At the conclusion of the 
project, all data must be destroyed or returned.

Penalties for researchers and government employees can include criminal conviction, jail time or substantial fines. In the more than ten 
years since the network began, there has never been a breach.
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HOW DID THE PHRN INFRASTRUCTURE HELP?

Hospital discharge and death registration data was obtained from data 
custodians and data linkage units from each of the four jurisdictions, 
NSW, WA, SA and QLD. The Centre for Data Linkage linked the hospital 
discharge and death registration data from the four jurisdictions – a total 
of 44 million records – for the research team to analyse.
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